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Politics of 
Attention

Policies for 
Attention

How to create attention
as a political issue?

How should/can our 
attention activism engage 

with the policy space?



When we gain a vocabulary in 
law, we can imagine new legal 
futures



Policy can have multiple tools 
for multiple goals

Regulation

Litigation

Legislation

Private enforcement

Education



What could be our goal(s)?

Attention is (becomes) a 
publicly tractable issue 
around which broad 
consensus exists



Past Present Future

Regulation in other 
industries 

Social movements for 
other causes

How are we succeeding 
and what we can do more?
How could we fail and how 

can we avoid?

Digital platforms that 
advocate for self-regulation 

and personal responsibility of 
users

Attention activism with a 
positive agenda and strong 

framing and educational skills

Attention is (becomes) a 
publicly tractable issue 
around which broad 
consensus exists

Theories of change

Obituary Exercise 

Power Mapping

Strategic Planning Process

Tools

Interaction with privacy issues



A look into our exercises



How did they succeed and 
what they can teach us?

How did they fail and what 
they can teach us?

How are we succeeding 
and what we can do more?
How could we fail and how 

can we avoid?

Politics of no can be effective in 
getting people together, but politics 
of yes can help us grow hope and 
focus towards an agenda



what we are good at/theories of change



How could we "train" someone to 
start a community of ATTENTION 

ACTIVISTS in their city?

What would you put in a "starter kit" 
for these prospective ATTENTION 

ACTIVIST community leaders?




